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Multi Member Ward Report for August 2021

-

The information provided within this report, is predominately based on the Tweeddale East & West
Multi Member Ward Policing Plan and the areas you have identified as priorities.

The data provided in this report is for information purposes only and is not official crime statistics. Due to delayed reporting or recording
of crimes, incidents or road accidents and the management of crime enquiries, there is likely to be differences between the information in
this report and the final Police Scotland statistics. It would not be appropriate to refer to, quote or use any data in this report as official
statistics.
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Figures for the whole Scottish Borders Area
(Data from 01/04/2020 — 28/08/2021)

2020 2021 % Change Local Area Commanders Comment
/2021 /2022

Total Cri d Off
(grzuprllrjwseis an ences 1370 1566 14.3 The detection rate for Group 1-5 is 50.8% compared to 56.6% at same time last year.
(€] 1: Non S | Cri

rm.lp on Sexualtrimes 70 75 7.1 The detection rate for Group 1 is 65.3% compared to 77.1 % at same time last year.
of Violence
Serious Assaults 25 26 4.0 The detection rate for Serious Assaults is 69.2% compared to 92.0% at same time last year.
Robberies 10 3 -70.0 The detection rate for Robberies is 100% compared to 60.0% at same time last year.

. . o o )
Common Assaults 319 400 5.4 JZ:rdetectlon rate for Common Assaults is 64.0% compared to 70.8% at same time last
ASB (Incidents) 3501 2575 -26.4
Hate Crime — All incidents 38 58 52.6 The detection rate for Hate Crimes is 61.8% compared to 81.8% at the same time last year.
Group 2: Sexual Crimes 118 132 11.9 The detection rate for Group 2 is 61.4% compared to 68.6% at same time last year.
Rape — Recorded Crime 19 27 42.1 The detection rate for Rape is 63.0% compared to 78.9% at same time last year.
Domestic Abuse — All 522 534 23 The detection rate for Domestic Abuse Crimes are 78.5% compared to 87.9% at same time
incidents ’ last year.
: Cri f
G.roup 3: Crimes o 487 580 19.1 The detection rate for Group 3 is 29.5% compared to 39.8% at same time last year.
Dishonesty
Th i for D icH ki is 28.69 1.99 i
el eesie n 35 66.7 e detection rate for Domestic Housebreakings is 28.6% compared to 61.9% at same time
last year.
) . ) o o .

Motor Vehicle Thefts 20 18 10 JZ:rdetectlon rate for Motor Vehicle Thefts is 33.3% compared to 75.0% at same time last
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Community Sergeant Update

PS Stephen Granger

August has been another busy month which has seen a further easing of restr.c..c..., «..c . oo o,
the hospitality sector, extended licensing hours and larger organised events. Schools have also
returned and next month will also see students returning to their universities.

Unfortunately the COVID case numbers that we are seeing at the moment is still a cause for concern
given that in the last 7 days case numbers have roughly doubled. The safety of everyone is the most
important factor and it is vital that we all remember the virus has not gone away and still poses a
significant risk to public health and our return to a more normal way of life.

Even basic steps such as wearing face coverings on public transport, opening a window if you have
someone in your house to make sure there is good ventilation can still make a big difference.

Please also remember it is still a requirement to wear face coverings in certain indoor public places,
such as shops, public transport and when entering and moving about in hospitality settings.

Whilst on the hospitality and retail theme August has also seen a new law come into force in
Scotland to provide specific protection for retail workers — it is called the Protection of Workers Act
2021.

It will make it an offence to assault or behave in a threatening or abusive way towards a retail
worker. A ‘retail worker’ could be someone who is works or volunteers in a shop, shopping centre or
supermarket. They might be delivering groceries to a house or selling alcohol in a bar.

Assaulting, threatening or being abusive to a retail worker for enforcing age restriction laws e.g.
IDing someone trying to buy alcohol, will become an aggravated charge - that means a person
convicted may get a tougher penalty. Retail workers are an important part of the community, this
new law is being introduced to give them greater protection.

Student Safety

Starting university or college can mean some significant life changes - making new friends, studying
in a new town, going out to new places and living independently for the first time. However, some of

these changes could also increase your risk of becoming a victim of crime.

Start out in the safest way possible, take some simple steps to protect yourself and your property,
and above all keep safe.

For more information or advice please follow the below link.

https://www.scotland.police.uk/what-s-happening/campaigns/2020/student-safety/

Finally, of significant concern in recent weeks has been the spate of wilful fire raisings which have
taken place in Walkerburn and involved significant damage to a number of motor vehicles. | can
confirm that a male was arrested in relation to these offences, subsequently charged and appeared
at Edinburgh Sheriff Court on 30/08/21. Extra police patrols will continue in Walkerburn to offer
reassurance but | would ask residents to remain vigilant and report any suspicious activity to police.
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Local Policing Priorities

Protecting most vulnerable

Reducing violence and Anti-Social Behaviour
Reducing acquisitive crime

Improving road safety

Tackling serious and organised crime

uhwNRE

Protecting most vulnerable

In August 2021 Police in the Scottish Borders attended and were involved with around 152 mental
health related calls, around 26 missing person enquiries and approximately 91 domestic related
incidents.

Tweeddale East & West had 6 mental health related calls and 0 missing person enquiries. Due to
GDPR and protection of victims/subjects involved, we are unable to share any more specific
information in relation to these type of call within this report.

Police Scotland work in collaboration with key partners to assist the most vulnerable within the
communities and to provide support.

Reducing violence and ASB
Assaults

On 01/08/21 report of assault at a local supermarket in Peebles. Male assailant charged with two
offences and reported.

On 04/08/21 report of assault in George Street Innerleithen. Female assailant charged and released
on police bail with date to appear at court.

On 16/08/21 report of an assault on a male by another know to him in The Loan West Linton.
Enquiry ongoing.
Anti-Social Behaviour

On 01/08/2021 report of youths drinking and playing music in the grounds of West Linton Primary
School. Youths had left prior to police attendance.

On 01/08/21 report of resident dumping large amount of garden waste on forestry land. Suitable
advice provided.

On 02/08/21 report of youths throwing items at house in Glen Road Peebles and being abusive to
the resident. Enquiry continuing.

On 03/08/21 report of threatening and intimidating behaviour Victoria Park Peebles. Enquires
continuing.
4|Page

OFFICIAL



OFFICIAL

On 04/08/21 officers were called to Cross Keys, Northgate, Peebles, regarding two females causing a
disturbance. No complaints on police arrival.

On 06/08/21 report of youths drinking Haylodge Park Peebles. Police attended youths made off
discarding alcohol, three youths traced nearby still in possession of alcohol. All alcohol confiscated

and disposed of youth’s information recorded.

On 06/08/21 report of adult female purchasing alcohol for youths from local supermarket. Enquiry
ongoing.

On 07/08/21 report of youths drinking and causing a disturbance Haylodge Park Peebles. Alcohol
confiscated youth’s information recorded before being escorted from area.

On 07/08/21 report of cars gathering in local car park in Peebles and the drivers causing a
disturbance. Police attended no vehicles or drivers found.

On 08/08/21 report of disturbance Neidpath Inn Peebles. Police attended nothing ongoing.

On 09/08/21 report of youths within insecure building site Cross Road Peebles. Police attended no
trace of youths.

On 10/08/21 report of youths shouting and playing loud music Tweed Green Peebles. Police
attended youths spoken too and dispersed.

On 11/08/21 report of damage being caused to Community Garden Victoria Park Day Centre Peebles
and apples being thrown at neighbouring properties. Passed to community policing team for further
action.

On 11/08/21 report of disturbance George Street Innerleithen. Police attended no complaints.

On 11/08/21 report of youths throwing stones at vehicles driving past on Kingsmeadows Road
Peebles. Passed to community policing team for further action.

On 12/08/21 report of youths banging on doors and windows Broomlee Crescent West Linton.
Resident requested no further police action.

On 13/08/21 and 14/08/21 report of noisy party at a property in the Loan West Linton. Police
attended, no noise on arrival, occupants advised regarding noise levels. No criminality.

On 13/08/21 report of community bin and shed on fire Galashiels Road Walkerburn. Police attended
enquires continuing.

On 15/08/21 report of disturbance Forest View Peebles. Police attended no complaints.
On 15/08/21 report of breach of Covid regulations Falla Toll Peebles. Police attended no breach.
On 20/08/21 report of youths gathered and making excessive noise at West Linton Primary. Police

committed with other incidents, reported was contacted by phone and advised youths had since
moved on.
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On 21/08/2021 report of youths being verbally abusive and throwing items at passers by
Kingsmeadow Road, Peebles. Youths traced and alcohol seized.

On 21/08/2021 report of a female assaulted near to Peebles Swimming Pool by person known to
her. Enquiry ongoing.

Vandalism

On 06/08/2021 report of damage caused to property at Peebles Community Garden, Kingsmeadow
Road, Peebles. Enquiry ongoing.

On 16/08/21 report of youths damaging vehicle in Kingsmeadow Gardens by throwing eggs at the
window.

Reducing acquisitive crime
Theft

On 01/08/21 report of persons attempting to remove security tags from security tags theft from
supermarket in Peebles.

On 08/08/21 theft of high value mountain bike from the bike event campsite Traquir Road
Innerleithen. Enquires continuing.

On 11/08/21 report of items being stolen from Business Premises High Street Peebles. Male
perpetrator arrested charged released with date to appear at court.

On 14/08/21 theft of quadbike Ladyurd Farm West Linton. Enquires continuing.???2???
On 21/08/21 report of business yard broken into and a trailer stolen. Enquiry ongoing.

On 21/08/21 report of theft from business premises in School Brae Peebles.

Theft Housebreaking-

On 27/08/2021 report of theft of quad bike and other equipment from rural farm near to Blyth
Bridge.

Improving road safety

Within the Selkirk Sheriff Court Jurisdiction there were 35 parking tickets issued in August.

On 03/08/21 a driver was fined for having no MOT on the A72 Innerleithen Road Peebles.

On 06/08/21 a driver was fined for having no MOT on the A72 Innerleithen.

On 06/08/2021 driver charged with driving with no insurance and various other road traffic offences
near to Station Road, Eddleston.
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Tackling serious and organised crime

On 14" of August 2021 officers from the Scottish Borders executed a search warrant at an address in
Kelso following numerous local Housebreakings. A male was traced within and arrested and a report
was submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

On 20%™ of August 2021 officers stopped a vehicle in Hawick. Following a search of the vehicle £80 of
Cannabis and 39 Street Diazepam were found within the vehicle. A female was charged and a report
will be submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

On 25%™ of August 2021 officers from the Scottish Borders Community Action Team executed a drugs
search warrant at an address in Hawick. Following a systematic search over 300 street Diazepam was
recovered. A report will be submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

On 27™ of August 2021 officers in Galashiels stopped a vehicle, following a search of the vehicle a
offensive weapon and a quantity of herbal cannabis were found within. The two male occupants of
the vehicle were arrested and a report has been submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

On 30™ of August 2021 officers in Duns stopped a male in the street and had grounds to search him.
Following a search they found in his possession an amount of Herbal Cannabis. The male was charged
and a report will be submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.

Campaigns

e Cyber Protect Campaign - encouraging people to regularly update software on their phones,
tablets and computers.

(%'” rouice . i
~ Amye

Protect your
devices with the
latest software
updates

e "Fearless" Campaign Supporting New Legislation to protect retail workers in Scotland.
https://bit.ly/3p3bRgf
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Retail workers
important part of our
country,

for doing
their job.

Body Worn Video Consultation
http://ow.ly/kMGs50FceAA

i[O BODY

WORN VIDEO

join the conversation

Ongoing Divisional Domestic Abuse campaign
- Regular social media posts highlighting local (DAAS) and national helpline contact details and
reporting mechanisms

e.g. “Are you — or someone you know - afraid of your partner or ex-partner? Know that you are
not alone, that we believe you and that we can help. In the Scottish Borders, DAAS provides
confidential information and support to anyone experiencing domestic abuse focussing on risk
assessment and working with you to safety plan; DAAS will enable you to make informed choices
about safety and provide support to help you recover and live a life free from harm/abuse. DAAS
are available on 01835 825024 or daas@scotborders.gov.uk Monday to Friday 9am-4.30pm.
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For further information on the range of services available in Scottish Borders visit
http://ow.ly/mzXp50FPzE2

Outside office hours you can call the 24 Hour Domestic Abuse Helpline 0800 027 1234 or visit
http://ow.ly/P3sh50FPzE3 in an emergency always call 999."

YOU'RE USELESS,
YOU'D BE NOTHING
WITHOUT ME!

EMOTIONAL ABUSE

\
V UIN

IS DOMESTIC ABUSE T0O.

=
G

POLICE

SCOTLAND

2. General Crime Prevention Activity

County Lines and Cuckooing Drug Dealing Inputs

e Inputs have been given to a wide range of staff from SBHA, Eildon Housing, Berwickshire
Housing and Waverly Housing to increase awareness of and encourage reporting of County Lines
and Cuckooing activities in their properties. https://crimestoppers-uk.org/about-the-
charity/who-we-work-with/trusts-and-foundations/county-lines
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County Lines and Cuckooing

What are County Lines?
18 5 8 berm usad for organaad drug-de
fed by 8 person usng a sngle telep:

sres. making themsoives
1o sell drugs in ther asbsence

€5) POLICE SCOTLAND | POILEAS ALBA

Rural

e Scottish Borders Partnership against Rural Crime (SBPARC) - the partnership continues to meet
regularly to address local priority rural crime throughout the year.
A launch event will be held at Kelso Ram Sales on 10th September.

B ’
e

@ SBPAR

HELP US TARGET THIEVES AND
POTENTIAL THIEVES IN YOUR AREA

ALWAYS comoct Police Scotland IMMEDIATELY # you see suapicious
OChivily On OF POOr YOour property

Use 999 if ongeing [e.g. if persans are il on your property, ore
threalening or o crime is in progress)

Otherwise coll the 101 nonemecgency number

CONSIDER YOUR PERSONAL SAFETY - DO NOT PUT YOURSELF AT
RISK BY CONFRONTING INTRUDERS

You can clso report 1o us ondne hitps.//www. scolland police uk/
secureforms/contoct/

Or report anonymously through Crmestoppers 0800 555 111

WHAT INFORMATION DO WE NEED?

ANY information you con provide may help us crecte the
connechon 1o crimmal octivity induding 2 'r’

v Regitroson number or particl registrason i f
oumber )

v Photogroph or description of o sspicious
vehicle [0.g. colowr / moke / model /
ony sgnoge)

v I the vehicle hos left - whot direction
was it going?

How mony people were in the vehide
ond ony dexcripbions?

# they spoke 1o you what did they give os
o reason for being on youwr property?
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Horse Tack Security Marking is being offered across the region in partnership with the British Horse
Society Scotland

T joree smn e POLICE
L st COTLAND

Horse Tack Secunty Markmg

Alhough the
thafs of Hors

CRF premises
events for us to attend

mcholes munvba otiand pen, pORCe uk

e We continued to distribute free Selecta DNA forensic marking kits & signs and crime prevention
advice to farmers and rural business. These can be requested by Farmers / Rural businesses
using the Contact Us Form on the Police Scotland Website.

DAR®

Advanced Foremic Marking
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No Cold Calling Zones

e Arefresh of the existing zone at Bennecourt Drive in Coldstream has been completed (new road
signs and house packs).

o Arefresh of the existing zone at Swinton is underway (new road signs and house packs).
e Information has been provided to Innerleithen Community Council re. Setting up a new zone.

e Any community organisation wishing to refresh their zone (those with the old Lothian and
Borders Police signs) or interested in setting up a new zone should contact their local community
policing team https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/

POLICE
SCOTLAND

—

NO COLD

CALLING

Nouninvited sales people

Redeployable CCTV

e Cameras continue to be deployed in Jedburgh and Eyemouth in response to youth-related ASB

CAT Update:

Throughout August SBCAT have undertook a range of
activities in line with their monthly tasking identified through
the Scottish Borders Community Action Team Strategic
Oversight Tasking Group.

ASB — SBCAT have targeted youth ASB in Peebles, Kelso and Hawick throughout August resulting in a
number of alcohol seizures and 1 adult being reported to the Procurator Fiscal following being
identified as being as supplying alcohol to youths. SBCAT have further made use of the new Scottish
Borders Quad bikes to undertake patrols around rural location where youth ASB has been reported.
A number of youths were further identified through the youth warning system with letters being
sent to their parents in an effort to inform parents of their children’s potential involvement in ASB.
Officers have further engaged in patrols in the Jedburgh area where a spate of vandalism occurred
to the public toilets, patrols were undertook to coincide with the placement of a mobile ASB camera
in the area.

12| Page

OFFICIAL


https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/contact/

OFFICIAL

Road Safety — SBCAT continue to undertake road checks across the region along with undertaking
speed enforcement outside local schools and areas identified as having an accident casualty profile.
Officers have further undertook regular patrols in regards to parking restriction enforcement
including in the areas of Innerleithen and Galashiels where problems areas have been identified by
the public.

Drugs — SBCAT officers continue to undertake intelligence led stop and searches of those suspected
to be involved in the supply of controlled drugs, relying on information provided by local
communities. SBCAT officers further executed a MDA warrant in Hawick resulting in the recovery of
both Class B and C drugs from the property and enquires are ongoing in relation to the recovery.

SBCAT officers have further been assisting with enquiries in Walkerburn following a number of
reported suspected fire-raising in the area. Following a further report in the last week of August
SBCAT officers reported a 29 year old male for 5 separate counts of Fire-Raising.

Feedback from a meeting/contacting your Community Policing
Team

Anyone with information relating to any criminal activity can contact Police Scotland
by dialling 101 or alternatively anonymously by calling
CRIMESTOPPERS on 0800 555111.

Should the Community Council wish to discuss any
matters highlighted in the report, please contact:

TweeddaleEastCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk

TweeddaleWestCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk

We will endeavour to provide you with this information,
however some information is sensitive and as an
organisation we have to ensure compliance with GDPR.
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